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ANNE MATTE

annemarie.matte@drake.edu

VISIT THE IRIS WEBSITE
www.iowaradioreading.org
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IRIS is the lowa Radio Reading and Informa-
tion Service for the blind and print-hand-
icapped. It is a non-profit organization

that delivers audio content from local and
national newspapers, magazines and books
to any lowans who request the service.

IRIS content is available to listeners

24 hours a day. Content is read by hun-
dreds of volunteers across the state. Central
offices are in Park Fair Mall on Euclid

Avenue in Des Moines.

Having access to audible news is necessary
for people with vision disabilities. Without
access to local news and information, com-
munity members can be left out of import-
ant events, from voting to zoning proposals
to sporting events and funerals. A barrier to
information can also become a safety issue
when it comes to things such as product
recalls or water quality announcements.
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IRIS is a terrific service-learning activity for
young journalists, showing the power of
local news and the importance of having
reliable, available news in order to be an
engaged citizen.

Drake students have participated on a regu-
lar basis since 2009. Starting this fall, stu-
dents in J54 courses will take on the respon-
sibility of one IRIS reading per semester.

Students contribute by reading an hour’s
worth of the Council Bluffs Daily Nonpareil
each weekday from the newspaper’s website
(www.nonpareilonline.com).

Readings happen in “Studio C"” located in
the basement of Meredith Hall. “Studio C"
is one of three audio booths in the north-
east corner of the basement. Training on the
recording equipment will be provided.



