
Drake University welcomes visitors of all 
ages. This self-guided tour is designed 
for student groups to discover Drake 
University at their own pace. Use this 
guide along with Griff’s Campus Adven-
ture scavenger hunt to engage further 
with the campus.

Drake University Self-Guided Tour

Welcome to campus! 
Drake University has been a launching pad for bright careers and meaningful lives since 1881. This 
do-it-yourself campus tour will introduce you to some of the key landmarks and places on campus. At 
selected stops we have designed optional activities to engage your group further with the campus 
and the university. We are excited to give you a bit of insight into the magic that happens here and to 
inspire you to start planning your future.

			   1) Olmsted Center

Your tour, and student life, starts here. The Olmsted Center includes the Student Life Center, the Pomerantz Student Union, 
a café and coffee bar, and various meeting rooms and event spaces. On the lower level you’ll find Sussman Theater, home 
to many student and public events. You might see students working out in Underground Fitness, a student-only workout 
facility.

Take a stroll around the main floor and check out the posters advertising campus events and student opportunities. In the 
hallway between the two main doors, look up. You will see international flags in the ‘Hall of Flags’ representing the home 
countries of current Drake students.

Time to stop and reflect… to look at the flags. 
What flags from other countries can you find? International students study at Drake University every year. Also, many Drake 
students study abroad (in a foreign country) for a semester, a year or over winter or summer break. What county would you 
want to study abroad in and why?

When you exit Olmsted look for the two bulldog statues outside of the main entrance. You’ll find one in front of the campus 
bookstore, the on-campus spot where students purchase their textbooks and Drake gear.



			   2) Hubbell Dining Hall and Quad Creek Café

Walking up to Hubbell Dining Hall you will encounter another bulldog statue, the Cheeseburger Bulldog. Hubbell is 
Drake’s dining hall and one of the places where students can eat breakfast, lunch, and dinner using their meal plans. Stu-
dents living off campus might have a meal plan, as well, to use while on campus for classes. The plans include meals plus 
flex dollars that can be used at the cafes or the convenience store on campus.

As you enter Hubbell take a right to visit Quad Creek Café which is open until 1 A.M. for on-the-go items. See what’s on 
the menu before heading down the stairs to get to your next stop.

Time to stop and reflect…to talk about sustainability. 
Blue is Green’ is the name of Drake’s sustainability program. At Quad Creek Café can you find the composting bin? Dining 
at Drake is without trays, we compost food waste, and single use plastic water bottles are not sold on campus. Can you 
think of other ways that a college campus might be green? Make a note of those and see if you can spot them while touring 
the rest of campus.

			   3) The Quads – Residence Halls

The Drake experience is truly residential. The Quads are traditional residence halls that house first-year students.  After the 
first year, students can live on campus in traditional residence halls, suite-style residence halls, or apartment-style living. 

The Quads are four residence halls that are connected by bridges and walkways. They house approximately 200 students 
each. Each resident has a bed, desk and chair, wardrobe/closet and drawers, and a data port to connect to the internet. In 
their rooms students can have televisions, stereos, small refrigerators, microwaves, and fish bowls or aquariums. 

Drake University is a medium-sized university of approximately 3,400 undergraduate students. Undergraduates are stu-
dents who have graduated from high school, are attending college, but have not earned a degree from the university. 70% 
of Drake students are from out of state, representing about 40 states and over 40 countries.

	

			   4) Agora and Reflecting Pool

Head towards the Agora and Reflecting Pool. Drake students relax here on sunny days, read a book for class, or attend 
an outdoor concert put on by a student-run organization. Can you catch a glimpse of Drake Stadium as you approach the 
Agora? 

Time to stop and reflect…and compare life at your school and life at college.
Take some time to explore the reflecting pool or Agora. How is living on a college campus different than living at home 
and going to your school? What are the positives and negatives of both?



		  	 5) Cline Hall 

Optional Athletics Detour

Go Bulldogs! Take the diagonal walkway that leads toward the street and cross, looking both ways. You will have a chance 
to visit the entrance to Drake Stadium. Drake Stadium, opened in 1925, hosts the world famous Drake Relays, football 
games and track meets. A recent renovation to the stadium allowed the university to host Olympic trials. The 400-meter 
track is an iconic blue color, and the stadium seats 17,000 people. As a Drake student, admission is free to all sporting 
events.

On the other side of the stadium sits the Knapp Center. Come back to visit the center which opened in 1992. The facility 
is used for special events, hosts Division I basketball games and volleyball matches. Cheer on the Bulldogs and be one of 
thousands of fans in the 7,000 seat arena. Cross the street – looking both ways again! – and head back on the walkway.

Bulldog! Standing guard at the entrance to Cline Hall is another bulldog statue. This is the main building for the College of 
Pharmacy and Health Sciences. It holds state-of-the-art classrooms and laboratories. The main lecture room has multimedia 
equipment and other advanced computer capabilities that enable instructors to use simulations and three-dimensional 
modeling in their presentations. Additionally, each of the room’s 114 seats has a remote control unit for student interaction.

Look up. Connecting Cline Hall to Fitch Hall is one of the first skywalks in Des Moines. Fitch has additional labs including a 
Pharmacy Practice Laboratory which is set up like a community pharmacy and is licensed by the State of Iowa. 

			   6) Meredith Hall

The School of Journalism and Mass Communication resides here. The building was designed by Ludwig Mies van der 
Rohe, an internationally renowned architect. On the lower level students get hands on experience in a TV production stu-
dio, photography dark room, graphic arts lab, and radio station. The building also houses the offices of the campus weekly 
student newspaper, Drake Magazine, and Drake Broadcasting System, which produces shows that air on cable in Greater 
Des Moines.

Meredith is one of the main classroom buildings on campus. We invite you to take a walk around the first floor. Shhh! Please 
be quiet as classes might be in session. 

Time to stop and reflect…and read the campus newspaper.
When you walk through Meredith search for a copy of the student newspaper. Find a headline or story that you find inter-
esting. How does the story compare to the stories in the newspaper at your school or community? 

				    7) STEM @ Drake



			   8) Wifvat Plaza

Look down the plaza to see the front of the Knapp Center. On one side of Wifvat plaza the Drake Law School educates 
students in Cartwright and Opperman Halls. On the other side sits the Harmon Fine Arts Center, or FAC. 

Students at Drake have plenty of opportunities to become involved with the arts. FAC houses the Art and Design, Music, 
and Theatre Arts Departments. Students have venues like the Turner Jazz Center for great jazz music and the Anderson 
Gallery to display artwork. As a student you may perform as part of an ensemble or star in a musical theatre production.

Take some time to visit the art in the plaza and the giant sundial. If the sun is shining, can you figure out what time it is 
showing?

Time to stop and reflect…on the activities that you want to do in college
Drake students continue to participate in drama, band, and choir. You don’t have to be studying music or theatre to be 
involved. Likewise, students participate in intramural sports and other activities. What activities do you want to be involved  
in when you get to college?

			   9) Old Main

Old Main was the first permanent building on campus. It now houses the office of the president, Student Accounts and 
other administrative areas. Attached to the north side of the building is Sheslow Auditorium, a 775-seat facility used for 
concerts and guest speakers. Sheslow is a beautifully restored performance venue with 50 stained glass windows and 
advanced acoustics. It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and hosted the National Democratic and Re-
publican Debates in 2016.

			   10) Cole and Carnegie Halls

Cole Hall, originally built in 1904 is another building listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Originally the Drake 
Law School and later the home of the College of Business and Commerce, the building now houses the Office of Admis-
sion. When you start your college search in earnest you might visit this building to talk with your Admission Counselor or 
begin a tour with your family.

To be completed in Fall 2017, two new buildings will be part of the STEM@Drake campus. The School of Education will 
move into its new digs in Scripps-Collier Hall along with the Mathematics and Computer Science departments.

Another skywalk will connect existing buildings with a new science hall. Students will have new state-of-the-art facilities to 
study subjects like chemistry, physics, biology, and environmental science.



				    11)	 Cowles Library

Carnegie Hall, across the way, was the original campus library. It now houses the Office of Student Financial Planning as 
well as Graphic Design facilities for Design students. 

Time to stop and reflect…to learn about paying for college.
Everyone can succeed in college. There are vocational programs, two-year colleges, and public universities. Drake is a pri-
vate four-year university. Approximately 98% of Drake students receive financial aid, including both merit- and need-based 
assistance. The university awards more than 5,000 scholarships each year. Scholarships, grants, work study, and loans are 
all available to help you pay for college. Who are the people or resources you have at home or school that can help you 
get to college or find out more information?

Cowles is the largest private academic library in Iowa. It serves as the main research area for the entire university. The li-
brary is the gateway to recorded knowledge, both in print and digital for the Drake Community. Cowles is a depository for 
federal and state documents. In 2015 the University Archives became the home for Senator Tom Harkins’ papers, covering 
more than 40 years of public service. 

The library has a café which serves coffee for those late night studying sessions. It is staffed with librarians who are eager 
to assist students in their academic goals. Or, students can visit the writing workshop, speaking center, or tutoring center 
which are all free services to Drake students. Lastly, Cowles Library houses a state-of-the-art archival vault with temperature 
and humidity controls which store historic documents only found at Drake University.

Time to stop and reflect…and get to know how to do research at college.
Books and books and more books are found in the campus’s main research area. The library also has electronic databases 
for students to do research. How many electronic databases does Cowles Library have? Ask a student at the information 
desk for help with the answer.  

			   12)	 Painted Street

Street painting is an annual event that kicks off the week-long Drake Relays celebration. It unites the campus in a spirited 
activity of painting a long street on campus. Sectioned into 80 squares the street is first whitewashed and then hundreds 
of students, dressed in grubby clothes, enjoy a day of painting the street and EACH OTHER.

The mural remains all year to honor this historic Drake tradition. Other student-led activities include concerts, a mud vol-
leyball tournament, picnics, a step show, and a beautiful bulldog contest which brings in canine contestants from across 
the United States. 

Time to stop and reflect…to view the painted squares and learn about college life outside of classes.
Students organizations and clubs are represented on Painted Street. There are more than 170 student clubs on campus, 
so take a look at the ones represented and see what you are interested in. Pair up with someone in your group and talk to 
them about what clubs you see yourself becoming involved in when you go to college. Use one of the squares as inspira-
tion.



We hope you enjoyed a taste of the Drake experience. 

We are here for you once you begin your college search. You can stop by Cole Hall to visit with your admission counselor 
or to simply ask any questions that you have. 

Drake Fun Fact: Drake’s mascot was traditionally a bird because a “Drake” is actually a duck. Drake was also once the Ti-
gers – the original lyrics of our Fight Song used the lyric “fights like a tiger.” However, when John Griffith, Drake’s former 
head football coach, began bringing his stout English bulldogs to practice, the bulldogs became a campus favorite. A 
Des Moines Register reporter began calling the team “The Bulldogs” and students began changing the words to the fight 
song. We have been the bulldogs ever since! To end the visit, we invite you to play a game of Duck, Duck, Bulldog! 

http://www.drake.edu/visit     2507 University Ave, Des Moines, IA 50311
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